March 23, 2011

Dear UBC anthropology community,
This letter is to draw your attention to the possibility of strengthening our department’s commitment to environmentally friendly practices. This idea was briefly discussed at the Anthropology Graduate Student Association meeting held on March 23, 2011 at which time we decided to share some preliminary thoughts with undergraduates, faculty, and staff. Two main areas in which we could improve were identified.

1) Collective drink and food consumption:

Throughout the year, the department hosts several talks, colloquia, and workshops per month. Many of these events are accompanied or followed by the consumption of beverages and food. While most of those who have lunch or tea/coffee breaks on a more regular basis at the department use their own reusable mugs, plates, and utensils, many of our more collective gatherings result in the filling of several trash cans with single-use plates, napkins, cups, and plastic utensils. 

2) Printing:

We regularly receive hard copies of documents that are also sent to us via email. This includes, but is not limited to, presentation announcements and issues of our anthropology newsletter. One quick glance at the current state of the graduate student mailboxes, from which many of these documents have yet to be taken, shows that very few students consult them in paper form. Furthermore, many of the sheets of paper that are placed in the recycling bin have only been printed on one side, and thus could be re-used for single-sided draft printing before being recycled. 

Following from these observations, we hope we will find support from the wider UBC anthropology community to change some of our practices. Suggestions include:

· Systematically encouraging department event attendees to bring their own travel mugs (by including a note in the announcements, for example, or suggesting a voluntary small monetary contribution to a “green fund” of some sort in exchange for the use of a single-use cup);

· Inviting students, faculty, and staff to donate a mug to the Faculty/Graduate student Lounge for use by guests of the department;

· Systematically purchasing recyclable and/or compostable plates and utensils for department events when such purchases are required;

· Contacting UBC’s Waste Management services to enquire about the possibility of including the ANSO building in their composting initiative; (for more information about this, please see: http://www.sustain.ubc.ca/campus-sustainability/composting)

· Print a limited number (3-5) of copies of announcements and anthropology newsletters to be made accessible for consultation in the Faculty/Graduate Student Lounge; 

· Encouraging students, faculty, and staff to consider printing on paper that has only been printed on one side, whenever adequate. This paper could be kept in an accessible location in the  printing room or in a designated paper feeder of one of the printers;

Though admittedly none of these practices would be enough to radically transform the anthropology department’s specific and UBC’s overall contribution to more responsible consumption practices, we do believe these would be valuable initiatives to reduce and better manage the waste we collectively produce and discard.

We look forward to having a conversation about these suggestions in the near future.

Sincerely,

Members of the AGSA
